in  vain,
id therefore cannot quote if.
Voltaire was an antagonist with whom I thought Johnson loulcl not disdain to contend. I pressed him to answer. He .id, he perhaps might; but he never did.
Mr. IJttrney having occasion to write to Johnson for some ccipts for subscriptions to his S/iakspcarc, which Johnson hud nittcd to deliver when the money was paid*, he availed himself " thut opportunity of thanking Johnson for the great pleasure hich he had received from the perusal of his Preface to S/ta&-varc; which, although it excited much clamour against him
first, is now justly ranked among the most excellent of his citings. To this letter Johnson returned the following answer:—
oks ihc casual distinction of cnuniry ni condition, as a painter, satisfied ih the (inure, neglects ihc drapery.' ihnson's Workst v. 109. Johnson itl previously attacked Voltaire, in s Memoirs af I-'reih'rick Ihc Great. («/<-, 1.435, mile 2.) InihcseJ/iw/o/V-j : writes :--'Voltaire lias averted at a large sum was raised fur her lie Queen of IInnyary's] succour by ihmlary subscriptions of ilicKnglish dies. It is ihc i^ieat failing of n rong imagination lo calcli greedily
wonders. lie wns misinformed, id wns perhaps unwilling to learn, r a second enquiry, a truth less ilcuditl and amusing.1 //'. vi. 455. ic/ffj1/, Oct. 27, 1779. 1 ' Voltaire replied in the Diction-lire Philosophiqtte. (I Vorks, xxxiii. i6.) 'J'ai jctc" les ycux sur tine lilinn dc Shakespeare, donnec par
slcur Samuel Johnson. J'y »i vu i'on y iraitc dc pctits csprits les rangers qui stmi tSumue's cjuc dans s pieces dc cc grand Shakespeare v stiMteur romain fassc Ic boujftm;
(jifun roi pamixse snr Ic lln'&lre t tvrogue. Je nc vcux point sonp->nncr Ic sienr Johnson d'Oltc un
K
nianvais plaisant, et d'aimcr trop le vin ; mais je troiivo mi pen extraordinaire qu'il coinpte la boulTon-ncric el 1'ivrogneric panui les beanie's du Ihi5fttrc trngiqnc; la raison qu'il cu domic n'esi pas inoins singuliferc. Le fittitc, dit-il, (tt'daitfut' ces distinctions occidcntelles tie conditions et tie j>ayst COIHMC an peinlre qni, content d'twoir print In ftgurt\ nfytige la dmperic. La comparaisou serait lilus juslc, s'il parlnli d'un pe'mtrc qui, dans un sujet noble, introtliiiniit (les grotesques ridicules, pcindrml dans la bataillc d'Arl)elles Alcxandrc-le-Grand mould sur un Ane, et la fcmmc dc Darius buvant avec, des goujals dans un cabaret.' Johnson, perhaps, had tin's attack in mind when, in his Life of Pope (Works, viii. 275), he thus wrote of Voltaire:— 'He had been entertained by Pope nl his table, when lie talked with so much Crossness, that Mrs. Pope was driven from the room. Pope discovered by a trick thai he was a spy for (lie court, and never considered him as :i man worthy of confidence.' 3 SCC//M/, under May 8, 1781.
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